Castile soap - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castile_so

Castile soap

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Castile soap is a name used in English-speaking countriesdap snade exclusively from vegetable oil, as
opposed to animal fat. Examples of oils used itileasoaps include olive, coconut, almond, hemgl, jajoba.
Castile soap is also sometimes called SeafarafsIsecause of its broad range of uses.

According to some authorities, Castile soap origidan the Kingdom of Castile, where it was madaerfrolive
oil only; importations of "Castile soap" through tderp appear in the London port books of 1567—-68t¢{D
1972), though th©ED could find no reference to "Castile soap” eatlan 1616. In Castildarilla (an
impure form of sodium carbonate obtained from pésites) was boiled with locally available olive oistead
of tallow. By adding salty brine to the boiled lmthe soap was made to float to the surface, eviteould be
skimmed off by the soap-boiler, leaving the exdgssand impurities to settle out. This produced iwkas
probably the first white hard soap, which hardehether as it was aged, without losing its whitesyderming
jabon de Castill, which eventually became the generic name. Tgoathacary it was known a&spo
hispaniensi®r sapo castilliensi$l] (http://www.pharmj.com/Editorial/19991218/afes/soap.html) .

The fine ashes used in soap-making were so valtadiehey were shipped to England from Massachaiset
the 17th century. The British Parliament decidefddomit free importation of some products usednan
manufacture in 1803, when the war was creatingcggaamong the ingredients to come free of exaisee
"wood and weed-ashes, pot pearl ashes, barillg].(http://www.bopcris.ac.uk/bop1688/ref495.html)

Another theory is that modern-day castile soapsaneeptually similar to, and most likely derivedrh the
so-called white soap that has traditionally beenutfectured in Northern Italy since the early 16@&®m
Venice, where the oldest white soap factories \established, olive oil-based soap reached the Gsid of
Crete first, and Southern France (Marseille) aterlstage.
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Concerns about castile soap

Castile soap has a very high alkalinity level, niead at about 9 pH. Skin and hair has a slightigiapH level
known to be about 5 to 6. Because of the high pil]diquid castile soap is usually not recommentied
washing hair by soapmakers who market it, becdusenot pH-balanced and it may cause hair to becdm.

External links

m Castile Soap Recipes (http://candleandsoap.abowtociisoaprecipes/a/castrecipe.htm) - Make your own

1of2 6/17/2007 2:28 P!



Castile soap - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castile_so

Castile Soap

= Hunt, John A. (1999). "A short history of soap"
(http://www.pharmj.com/Editorial/19991218/articlesap.html) The Pharmaceutical Journal
(http://'www.pharmj.com) Vol. 263, No. 7076, pp. 9889.

Refer ences

m Garzena, Patrizia & Tadiello, Marina (2008pap Naturally : Ingredients, methods and recipes f
natural handmade soafist ed.). Programmer Publishing. ISBN 0-9756764-0

= Dietz, Brian (editor) 1972T'he port and trade of early Elizabethan London:wuoents
(http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.asp?comgd®$956&strquery=Doughty) (London Record
Society).

See Also

= Soapmaking
= Marseille soap

Retrieved from "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cagtilsoap"

Categories: Articles with unsourced statementseskrebruary 2007 | All articles with unsourced stegets |
Soaps

= This page was last modified 20:41, 17 June 2007.

= All text is available under the terms of the GN@&Documentation License. (Séepyrights for
details.)
Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the WikinaeBoundation, Inc., a US-registered 501(c)(3)
tax-deductible nonprofit charity.

2 of 2 6/17/2007 2:28 P!



